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about the Cities of London and Weſt- 
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Dani 1, xii. Ver. 3, . l 
And they that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as | 
the Brightneſs of the Firmament; and 9 
they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, 1 
as the Stars for ever and ever. wi 


Is and the foregoing Verſe are 
generally interpreted in the 
ſame Way, as the Paſſages in 
the New Teſtament concern- | 
| ing Chriſt's coming to Judgment : - BW 
many of which do immediately relate to the _ 
Deſtruction that he would ſend upon Jeru- : 
jalem and the Nation of the Jews ; but are 
expreſſed withal under ſuch Circumſtances, 
as evidently look forward to the: general 
Judgment of the World. In like manner, 
this Prophecy of Daniel, concerning the 
awakins of thoſe who then ſiept in the Duſt 1 

„„ the 
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the Earth, is ſuppos'd to have an immediate 
Eye to the approaching Deliverance, and as 
it were the Revival or Reſurrection of the 


Jewiſh Nation, by the Death of Antiochus, 
out of that low and miſerable State into 


which they were then ſunk ; not improperly 
compar'd to being bury'd in the Duſt of the 
Earth. But at the ſame Time, it is very 
evident, that ſome of the Expreſſions in 
this Paſſage can relate to no other Reſur- 
rection, but that of the laſt Day; Many of 


them that ſleep in the Duſt of the Earth ſhall 


awake, ſome to everlaſting Life, and ſome 10 
Shame and everlaſting Contempt : which can- 
not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, be confin'd to that 
Deliverance of the Jews out of their perſe- 
cuted State ; becauſe, upon the Death of 
Antiochas, all in general, and without Di- 
ſtinction, were to riſe up inte a proſperous 
and flouriſhing Condition, and none of them 
to Shame or Contempt. = 


And this Diſtin ion of the Condition of 
Men in the next World, according to 
their Behaviour in this, ( ſome to everlaſting 
Life, and ſome to Shame and everlaſting Con- 
tempt) is not only applicable to the Judg- 


ment of the laſt Day; but it is the very De- 
ſoription which the Goſpel gives us of the 


Cafe of good and bad Men at the general 


Reſurrection; Theſe (ſays our Saviour) ſhall go 


away into everlaſting Puniſbment; but the Rig hteous 
into Life eternal, Mat. xxv. 42. And the Prophet 
5 1 having 


—— 
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having aſſign'd in the ad Verſe the different 


Portions of the Righteous and the Wicked, 


at the Day of Retribution; adds in the 


za Verſe, (the Verſe which I have choſen 


for my Text) that as to the Meaſares. and 
* of Glory in the next World, there 
WI 


ill be alſo ſome Difference and Diſtinction 


among thoſe who ſhall be rais'd to ever- 


laſting Life; and particularly, that they who 


have made it their Buſineſs to inſtruct 


others in their Duty, and have been In- 
ſtruments, in the Hands of God, to turn 
Mankind into the Paths of Righteouſneſs, 
ſhall be diſtinguiſh'd at that Day by a more 
eminent Degree of Glory, and ſhall be known 
by a peculiar Brightneſs and Luſtre, like the 


Stars in the Firmament of Heaven. They that 
te wiſe, or as it is render'd in the Margin, they 


that be Teachers, ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of 
the Firmament; and they that turn many to Righ- 
teouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever. 


From which Words, I will diſcourſe at 


this Time upon Two Heads: | 
Firſt, The Perſons, to whom this diſtin- 
guiſhing Reward or Glory in the next 


World is promis'd ; and they are ſuch as 


apply themſelves to the moſt probable and 


&ual Methods, of inſtructing Mankind 


n their Duty, and turning them into the 

Paths of Righteouſneſs; or, as the Text 

leſeribes them, they are Teachers, and ſuch 

u turn many to * 
| 3 a 


Seconaly, 
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Fecondliy, The particular Excellencies of 


this Work of training up Mankind to the 
Knowledge and Practice of their Duty; 
which Excellencies do entitle it to ſuch a great 
_ exceeding Reward from the Hands of 
G d. | | | | 


Firſt then, Who are the Perſons to whom 
this diſtinguiſhing Reward and Glory in 
the next World is promisd ? They are 
thoſe in general, who apply themſelves to 
the moſt probable and effectual Methods, 
of inſtructing Mankind in their Duty, and 
turning them into the Paths of Righteouſ- 
neſs. The Text deſcribes them, Firſt, un- 
der the Name of-Wiſe, or Teachers, they who 
have inſtructed themſelves in the Laws of 
God, and make it their Buſineſs to ſee o- 
thers inſtructed: A Work, which belongs 
more eminently to the ' Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as an Order of Men ſpecially ſent 
and appointed by him, for the perpetual In- 
ſtruction and Edification of his Church; to 
preach the ſincere Word of God, to explain 
and enforce the particular Duties of the 
Chriſtian Life, to inſtruct the Tgnorant, con- 
firm the Weak, and convince Gainfayers ; 
and in ſhort, to ſet the Principles and Do- 
crrines of Chriſtianity in ſuch a clear Light, 
as may diſpel the Clouds of Ignorance, and 
deliver their Hearers from all Doubts and 
Errors, whether in Faith or Practice. 


at 


— nn — r 
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But altho' this Work, as I aid, belongs 
in a more peculiar Manner to the Miniſters 
as ſpecially: inſtituted and 
appointed for that End; it is to be conſi- 
der'd, that their Teaching is chiefly directed 
to thoſe, who are arriv'd to Vears of Rea ſon 0 

and Underſtanding, and bring with them a 
competent Knowledge of the general Princi- 
ples of Religion; 'and where there is not 
ſuch a Preparatory Knowledge, it may truly 
be faid, in the Words of t 3 
their Hearing is vain, and our Preaching is 
vn alſo, Now, in the ordinary Courfe 
and Nature of Things, it is next to impoſ- 
ſible for Miniſters, eſpecially in large and 
populous Pariſhes, to carry on theſe neceſſa- 
y Preparations ; Beatle they, in whom 
they are to be wrought, are yet Children 
in Age and Underſtanding; into whoſe 
Minds theſe Inſtructions muſt be infuſed by 
little and little, as their narrow Capacities 
are able to receive them; and from the light 
and unſettl'd Fancies of Children, no Degrees 


of Application are to be hop'd, but what are 


bwing to the conſfant Attendance of their 
Teachers, and the Order and Government 
of the Places where they are taught. Theſe 
are, our publick Schools of Education; 
where Children, with their other Attain- 


ments, are beſt inſtructed in the Principles 
of Religion; and where they are prepar'd to 
80 on to further Degrees of Knowledge, by 
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Coſpel; who have a Command and Autho- 
rity. from Jeſus Chriſt, not only to be the 
Overſeers of their ſeveral Flocks, and to ex- 
plain to them the general Promiſes and 
Threatnings of the Goſpel; and to warn 
obſtinate Sinners of the Danger of their Ways; 
but alſo, as they find Occaſion, and where 
general Exhortations and Warnings have no 
Effect, to rebuke, reprove, and admoniſh, 
with all Freedom and Boldneſs, and to make 
Head agaigſt every Sin that ſhall exalt it 


ſelf againſt God and his Laws; as thoſe 
who are to give an Account of the Souls 
committed to their Care. And towards 


this Work of turning Sinners into the Paths 


of Righteouſneſs, grear Service may be 


done, great Aſſiſtance receiv'd, from a due 


| Exercife of the Authority of Parents over 


their Children, of -Maſters over their Ser- 
vants, and of Magiſtrates over all ; who are 
the Miniſters of God in their ſeveral Stations, 
to execute Wrath upon them that do Evil, 
and by faithfully employing the Power which 
God has entruſted with them for that End, 
may contribute. a great Deal towards the 
Reformation of Mankind, and ſecure to 


themſelyes that diſtinguiſhing Reward in the 


next World, which the Text appropriates to 
thoſe who in this World have been the In- 
ſtruments of turning many to Righteoujnels. 


But there is another Way of delivering 
Mankind from Sin and Vice, which is alſo 
7 5 natu- 
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naturally comprehended under this Phraſe 
of turuing many to Righteouſneſs ; and that 
18, the bending the Minds of Children, white 
they are tender and pliable, and are not yet 
infected with Habits of Vice, to the Ways 
of Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs. Reprook 
and Admonitions to turn Men from their 
wicked Ways, are the Application of a Re. 
medy to an 1nveterate Difeaſe ; but to turn 
the Minds and Inclinations of Children into 
the right Way at firft, this is to. foreſee and 
prevent the Diſeaſe it ſelf. It is to write 
and imprinr the Laws of God upon the 
Tables of their Hearts, while they are yet 
White and clean, not ſully'd by any Filth 
or Pollution contracted by finful Courſes; 
while they are in a good Meaſure Strangers ouſne 
to the Vices of the World, and by ſuch an I God 
early Prepoſſeſſion of Virtue and Goodneſs, In th 
are put into the ſureſt Way to be Proof a. | A 
gainſt them as long as they live. But now, I Hea. 
the Actions and Diſpoſitions of Children do | II 
not ordinarily. fall within the Knowledge of || 8 
Civil Magiſtrates or ſpiritual Paſtors, eſpe- Prat 
cially, as I faid before, in Pariſhes that are EXC 
large and populous; Where therefore the %. 
right forming of the Minds of Children, and I Ane 
the turning them into the right Way, muſt this 
chiefly depend upon the Obſervation of I EI. 
Parents, and the Watchfulneſs -of thoſe to tak 
whom they commit the Care of their Edu- by 
cation. But What then ſhall become of || ſtri 
| = 5 thoſe 


at 
Ile 


Ir 


ſtruction and Education of the poorer Sort 
7; of 
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2 unhappy Children, whoſe Parents new, 


aken away, or their Circumſtances too 
nean and narrow to furniſh out either Edu- 
ation or Calling? They are ſent into the 


vide World, without Reſtraint and with- 


wt Employment; and. being left to them- 
ſelves, it is eaſily foreſeen into what way 


the Corruption of Nature and the Example 


of a wicked World, will quickly turn them. 
And without doubt, the greater their Dan- 
zer is under ſuch unhappy Circumſtances, 
the more worthy and ſea ſonable is that Cha- 
ity which works their Deliverance, by pro- 
nding them a good Education, as a Step to 
ſome honeſt and uſeful Calling; that is, by 
icſt turning them into the way of Righte- 
duſneſs, and then, under the Influence of 
God's Grace, preſerving and fixing them 
in that way. mn e men 
And this brings me to the Second general 
Head; viz. „ 
II. The particular Excellencies of train- 
ing up Mankind to the Knowledge and 


Practice of their Duty; on Account of which 


Excellencies it is entitl'd to ſuch a high and 
liſtinguiſbing Reward from the Hands of God. 
And in diſcourſing of the Excellencies of 
this Work, I ſhall have a more particular 
Eye to the Caſe before us, the Care that is 
taken, and the Contributions that are made 
by pious and good Chriſtians, for the In- 
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of F Children. Which is a Work more pecu- 
liarly acceptable to Gd. 

1. As it is Charity. | 

2. As it is Charity to- the Soul. 


As it is a Charity proceeding from the 


nobleſt Motives. 
4. As it is a Charity employ'd to the bel 
Advantage. 8 
As it is a Charity, extending not on- 


ly to the ym Age, but allo. to Po- 


ſterity. 
1. This Work i is a Work of Charity; 


carrying in it a general Love to Mankind, 


and a Deſire to ſee every one happy and com- 
fortable; a Diſpoſition, that ſets Men above 


that mean and low Principle, of not caring 


what becomes of the reſt of Mankind, if 


themſelves can be quiet and eaſie; a Diſpo- 


ſition, which prompts Men to a Concern 


for their Neighbours, to lay their Wants. 


and Miſeries to Heart, and to contrive and 
purſue the moſt effectual Methods, to make 


their Condition in the World as eaſy and 
- proſperous as we can. This is a Goalike 
Diſpoſition, and in the ſtricteſt Senſe an Imi- 


tation of God, whoſe Care is over the whole 
Creation, and whoſe Goodneſs and Provi- 
dence are perpetually working for the Com- 
fort and Benefit of his Creatures. On which 


account, every Inſtance of Concern for the 


Welfare and Happineſs of Mankind, is pro- 


4 perly the carrying on of God's Work; and 


every 
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every charitable Diſpoſition in Man, is a 


happy Inſtrument in the Hands of God, to 
convey Comfort and Aſſiſtance to his Crea- 
tures. And the Argument whereby our 


Saviour recommends to Chriſtians this Spi- 
rit of Pity and Compaſſion, is, that it 


jour Father alſo is merciful; Luke vi. 36. and 
that it is a moſt effectual Way to. obtain 
Favour and Mercy from God, Bleſſed are the 


Merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy : this (as 


the Apoſtle plainly implies) being a Sacrifice 
with which God is more particularly pleafed, 


Heb. xiii. 2. Inſomuch that whatever is 
laid out in Charity, God accounts an Offer- 
ing and a Loan to himſelf; and accor- 


dingly he engages to repay it, He who hath 


Pity on the Poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and 


that which he hath given,.will he pay him again, 
Prov. xxii. 9. And that this Payment is 
chiefly in the next World, is the plain 


Language of holy Scripture ; which calls 


every charitable Contribution to the Ne- 
ceſſities of the Poor upon Earth, the laying 
ap a Treaſure in Heaven, and the laying. * 


in Store for our ſelves a good Foundation again 


the Time to come, that we may lay hold an e- 
ternal Life, 1 Tim. vi. 19. And we have our 
Saviour's Word for it, that for every good 
Office we do, to thoſe who are not able to 


recompence us, we ſbball be recompenſed at the 


Reſurrection of the Juſt; Luke xiv. 14. when 
5p | a the 


that have fed the Hungry, and cloath'd the 
Nabel; and when the Judge of the World 


will make an open and ſolemn Declaration, 


that whatever in that way has been done 
for the meaneſt Creature upon Earth, he 


accepts and rewards as done to himſelf; 


14 The peculiar Excellency and Reward ' 
the chief Enquiry. is to be, who they are, 


Perily, I ſay unto you, Tnaſmuch as ye have done 


it unto, one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, 
ye have done it unto me; Matt. xxv. 40. 
Where our Saviour repreſents the Poor as 
ſanding by, while the Rich are making up 


their Accounts, like ſo many Witneſſes in 
the Preſence of (Chriſt, to the good Works 
of them, from whoſe. Hands they had re- 


ceived Succour and Relief in this World. 


Of ſo great Value are Works of Charity in 


the Eyes of God, and ſo great is the Reward 
which belongs to them in the next World: 


as carrying in it that Godlike Diſpoſition, of 
loving to do good, and being touch'd with 


and this, to Charity of all Kinds whatſoever, 


a feeling of other Mens Wants and Miſeries, 
and deſiring to ſee all Mankind as happy 


and comfortable as our ſelves. But the Va- 


lue of that Charity which is our preſent Sub- 


2fly, It is a Charity to the Soul. It does 
not only furniſn many poor Children, who 


muſt otherwiſe. have liv'd in Beggery and 


Contempt, with ſuch Knowledge and Ad- 
. vuantages 


— —— 


ject, is. heighten'd by this peculiar Circum- 
1 Stance; Eat, :. 1 


„„ 0 


15 
vantages as prepare them to live comfortably 
upon an honeſt Calling ; but, which is more, 
it furniſbes their Souls with an early Know- 
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ledge of their Duty to God, and is the Means 


to inure them from the Beginning to a 
Habit of regular and orderly Living, and to 
plant in them ſuch a Senſe of Religion and 


Conſcience as may carry them fate through 


the Temptations of a wicked World. And 
all this, at an Age, which, without ſuch Di- 


ſcipline and Inſtruction, would almoſt un- 


avoidably fall into Idleneſs, and Lying, and 
Theft, and all the vile Arts and Habits that 


are uſually ſeen in that looſe and ſtrolling 
Life, without Subſiſtence and without Em- 


ployment. By which Means, there is per- 


petually growing up among us, not only an 


uſeleſs, but what comes more directly under 


our preſent Conſideration, a lewd, wicked, 


and profligate Race, void of all Knowledge 


and Senſe of Duty, and utter Strangers to 


the Service and Worſhip of God. This is 


a great Evil, in many Reſpects; but in none 


ſo great and deplorable, as is the periſhing 


of ſo many Souls, for want of Inſtruction and 


Diſcipline ; which, by a little charitable Aſ- 


fiſtance at the Beginning, to ſeaſon their 


tender Years with wholſome Inſtruction and 
good Impreſſions, might have deliver'd their 
Souls from Deſtruction, and made them eter- 


nally happy. We are apt to be mov'd with 
Compaſſion, at the Sight of Cold, and Hun- 


ger, 
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ger, and Nakedneſs (and it would be great Car 

| Cruelty, not to be mov'd); but there is no I for 

Sight ſo truly pitiable, as Youth growing ſuc 

| up in Ignorance and Idleneſs; as this is the Va 
| high Way to Wickedneſs and Debauchery, | fv 
=_ and theſe the certain and unavoidable Ruin eſte 
of their Souls. Now the more valuable a gre 

Soul is, (for in Reſpect of the Soul, the Rich any 

and Poor are all equal) the higher muſt that to 

Charity be, which extends its Care to it, 1 

and is employ'd in its Salvation; in deliver- ing 

ing it, not only from temporal Pain and Diſ- anc 

quiet (which will quickly have an End), but pro 

what is the great Conſideration of all, in de- goc 

livering it from everlaſting Torment. And the 

the more fatal to ſuch poor Souls the Want the 

of Diſcipline and Inſtruction uſually is; the Ch 

more valuable muſt that Charity be which Na 

ſupplies it, in the Account of the great acc 

Judge of Quick and Dead, who came I An 

down from Heaven to. ſave Souls, and to the 

teach and inſtruct the Poor and Ignorant, I doi 

and to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt. N oug 

And the ſame ought to be the Work and the 
Employment of every Chriſtian, according tha 

to their ſeveral Stations, Abilities: and Op- I tur, 
portunities; and, ſince. the erecting of Schools and 

of Charity is one of the molt. effectual Ways the 

of planting in Children the Principles of anc 


Chriſtianity, and preſerving Multitudes from Cre 

Deſtruction, whom, humanly ſpeaking, er be 

thing elſe could preſerve; every — Tal 
: + k . | AYE 
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Care and Concern, every Mite that is caft in, 
for the Maintenance and Continuance' of 
ſuch Schools, has in it this diſtinguiſhing? 
Value, that it is ſo much contributed to the 
faving of a Soul, and will accordingly be 
eſteem'd in the Eyes of Almighty God, the 
great Lover of Souls, who is not willing that 
any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
to everlaſting Life. e ee e 
3. Another Circumſtance, which exceed- 
ingly adds to the Value of this kind of Care 
and Charity, is, the Motive from which it 
proceeds; namely, that univerſal Love and 
good Will, which is the higheſt Precept of 
the Goſpel, and the peculiar Excellency of 
the Chriſtian Religion. The Concern for 
Children and Relations, is a Principle of 
Nature, which uſually works more or leſs, 
according to Affinity and Nearneſs in Blood: 
And tho' the Care which Parents 'take of 
the Education of their own Children, is the 
doing a very great Work, and a Work that 
ought to be done in the firſt Place; yet at 
the ſame time, it is a Work rather of J«ſtice, 
than Charity; this being the Voice of Na- 
ture, and therefore the Doctrine of all Ages 
and Nations, that Children are entitled, in 
the ſtricteſt Senſe, to the Care and Aſſiſt- 
ance of their Parents. For to bring poor 
Creatures into the World, to ſuffer them to 1 
be Slaves to Sin here, and conſign'd to eter- 1 
nal Torments hereafter, would not only be 11 
B unkind Ek 
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unkind or unjuſt, but moſt cruel and un. 


natural. Thus far therefore Nature wil 
Tarr y them 7 and ſo Wwe oft-times {ee great 
Diligence and Concern for the Welfare of 


Children, in Men who are very wicked in 


other Reſpects, and appear not to be under 
any Reſtraint, ..of Religion or Conſcience, 
For (as I faid) thus far ere Nature will go; 
but then, here Nature ſtops; and that which 
enlarges our Care and Affection beyond this, 
is a Relation of another Kind, namely, a 
Religious and Spiritual Relation; as we are 
all Children of the ſame Father, Almighty 
God; all Seryants under the ſame Maſter, the 
Lord Jeſus; all Members of the fame Myſtical 
Body of Chriſt, and every one Members one af 
another. This is that Relation which the 
Apoſtle deſcribes, (1 Corti. 13.) For by one 
Spirit are we all baptized into on? Body; and 
then, at the 25th and 267 Verſes, follows 
the proper Ef of this Relation, that the 
Members ſhould have the ſame Cure one for ano- 
ther; and whether one Member ſuffer, all the Men- 
bers ſbould ſuffer with it. So that the Concern 
winch Men have for their Relations accord- 
ing to the Fleſh, however laudable in it {elf, 
is yet too narrom {or the Chriftian Religion; 
and between thoſe Parents who confine their 
Care to their own Children, and thoſe who 
to that add the Care of others alfo, as far as 
their Abilities will reach; between theſe ( 
y) there is the ſame Difference, in ſome 
T4 : | Reſpects, 


, 


1 
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u. Reſpects, that our Saviour ſets between the 

al Jew and Samaritan in the Goſpel. The Jew 
at had a very hearty Concern for all of his own 
of Kindred and Nation, and for ought appears, 

in was free and liberal when their Neceſſities 
ler requir'd his Aſſiſtance ; and fo far he did ve- 
ce. y well: but he fell far ſhort of the Merit 
9; and Goodneſs of the Samaritan, who had that 


- mighty Commendation given him by. our Sa- 

5, | viour, becauſe, abhorring that narrow Di- Þ 
» © flnction of Kindred, it appear'd that he was ll 
are 7 | 


mov'd by a more noble Principle; that he 
wanted no other Argument to afford his- | 
Help, but that he ſaw another in Need of it. 
In like manner, they who take Care of the | 
good Education of their ow Children or Re- 1 
lations, do exceeding well, and deſerve = | 
great Commendation tor it ; and there is no 1 
doubt, but every Man's firſt and greateſt 1 
Care, is his own Children and Family, as a 1 
Charge, which the Proyidence of God hath _ "Ib 
more immediately commitred to him. But 14 
after all, it muſt be own'd, that in this, Na- 
ture has uſually a great Share, and that the 
Charity which we are now pleading for, in 
behalf of thoſe poor Objects before us, will, 
in regard of the Motives, be a higher Proof 
and Evidence of that univerſal Love, which | 
the Goſpel ſo earneſtly enforces ; inaſmuch _ 
as all worldly Regards and Conſiderations 
apart, what is done for theſe, is done purely - 1 
for the Sake of Chriſt + whoſe Clfildren they | 


B 2 | | are, 


ad. 
3 


2 
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are, and whoſe Children we ſhew our ſelves 
to be, by fach Care and Tenderneſs to 
them, as becomes the Members of the ſame 
Body, one towards another. And what Va. 
tue Chriſt will ſet upon every the leaſt Act of 
Kindneſs and Charity that is done to ſuch, 
for his Sake, and upon his Account, we 
learn from his own Mouth, (Marth. x. 42.) 
Whoſoever fhall give to drink unto one of theſe 
little ones a Cup of cold Water, only in the 
Name of a Diſciple ; Verily, ] ſay unto you, he 
Pall in no wiſe loſe his Reward. | 

' Foarthly, There is yet another Conſiderati- 
on, which-adds greatly.to the Value, and by 
conſequence to the Reward, of charitable 
Contributions in this Kind; namely, the 
Application and Effects of them. For tho 
every Man is bound, in ſtating the Propor- 
tions of his Charity, to lay out in ſuch Mea- 
ſures and Degrees as God has blefs'd him; 
yet does not the Value of Charity ariſe bare. 
ly from the parting with ſo much, but from 
a probable Proſpect of the Good it will do, 
which ought always to be one main thing in 
the Thought and Fntention of the Giver, 
And perhaps there is no Kind of Charity 
whatever, where fo little works ſo great 
Effects, as in this Way; and theſe Effects ſo 
certain, as very ſeldom to fail. If the ſame 
Contributions were employ'd in the Mainte- 
nance of theſe, without the Benefit of Edu. 
ation ; it might keep them from periſhing 

0 . as 
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at preſent, but it would lay no Foundation 
for their future Comfort. Or, ſuppoſe the 
Inſtruction and Education of each, were to 


be ſeparately provided for by the Charity of 


particular Perſons ; their doing of this in the 


firſt Place, would fall within the Abilities of 
very few ; next, it would, in the whole, re- 
quire much larger Supplies ; and, which is 
moſt conſiderable in this Matter, the Chil- 


dren (in the Way of a private Education) 


would loſe the many Advantages which they 


now receive by living under that excellent 


Order and Government into which they are 
here form'd. And upon this Account, Re- 
ligion is extremely indebted to the firſt pious 


Contrivers, and the preſent pious Managers, 
hools of Charity; not only as they 


of theſe Sc 
put it in the Power of the meaneſt Perſons to 
caſt in their Mite, and to bear a Part in ſo 
good a Work; but as ſuch regular Conſtitu- 
tions are the beſt Security to the Morals and 
Virtue of Children: at the ſame Time that 
they inrich their Minds with Chriſtian 


Knowledge, they repleniſh their Hearts 
with Chriſtian Diſpoſitions ; all the while 


they are inſtructing them in their Duty, they 
are alſo preparing them to love and practiſe it; 
by reſtraining them from yonthtul Follies 
and Exceſſes, and habituating them to a 
compos'd and regular Behaviour, and oblig- 
ing them to a conſtant Attendance upon the 


publick Worſhip of God. By which Means, . 
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therwiſe the moſt eaſy Entrance, and Good- 


neſs is put in Poſſeſſion of their Hearts from 


the Beginning; and the Soil being thus ſweet 
and clean, the Seeds of Religion that are 
ſown in it, grow up and thrive apace, and 
rarely fail of bringing forth Fruit to Perfe. 
Aion, that is, of making ſober, diligent and 
religious Chriſtians, prepar'd, by that Means, 
to live comfortably in this World, and to be 
eternally. happy in the next. And who, that 


has the Bowels of a Man, and knows the 


Value of a Soul, but would deſire a Share in 
this bleſſed Work? Who that rightly conſi- 
.ders his own Intereſt, would not employ 
ſome Part of his Treaſure, where the In- 
creaſe is ſo great ; great both to hiraſelf and 
others, both in this World and the next? 
And who, that has any Reliſh of Religion 
and Goodneſs, would be debarr'd from la- 
bouring in a Vineyard, that brings theſe 
Fruits. to ſo great Perfection ? God be 
thank'd, the Labourers are many; Numbers 
of pious and good Chriſtians have their 
Hearts and Hands open, to carry on theſe 
Nurſeries of Religion for the Poor : but it 
muſt be remember'd, that as the Labourers 
are many, ſo the Harveſt is exceeding great, 
and calls for many more Hands. Maultitudes 


of poor Children, for Want of Education, lie 
ftill expos'd to the ſame Miſeries, both tem- 
-poral and ſpiritual, from which the Number 

—_ EE... taken 
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taken in (very ſmall in Compariſon to thoſe 
without) is happily delivered; and the Rea- 
ſon w hy more are not invited and conſtrain'd 
to come in, 18 not, becauſe no more are to 


be found in our Streets and Lanes, but he- 


cauſe there is yet no Proviſion for more. 
And no Chriſtian can deſire a fairer Argu- 


ment to promote the Enlargement of the 
Proviſion by greater Degrees of Liberality, 


than to be an Eye-Witneſs of the Excellent 
Effects which the Charities in this Way do 
every Year produce. When it pleaſes Gd 


to proſper the Delign in ſo remarkable a 
Manner, it is a Teſtimony of his Liking and 
Acceptance; and his watering the Seed that 
is. already ſown, ſo plentifully, with the 
Dew of his Bleſſing, is an Invitation to every 
Chriſtian to ſow ſtill more plentifully, in an 
Aſſurance that God will raiſe from it a pro- 
portionable Increaſe. Upon the firſt Contri- 


vance of theſe Schools of Charity in the Na- 


tion, a Chriſtian, otherwiſe of no unchari- 


table Temper, might be allow'd to doubt 


whether they were really practicable, and 
tow far they would anſwer the Ends pro- 


pos'd,, and upon theſe Accounts might ſuſ- 
pend or contract his Charity, till he thould: 
ſee the Event. But now, we ſee ſuch great 


Effects from ſuch ſlender Beginnings, and 
how much more glorious the Fabrick might 


be made, if the Foundations were enlarg'd ; | 


nothing can tie up the Hands of Men from 
e BS con- 
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contributing to this great Work, but an 
utter Unconcernedneſs for the Religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt and the Salvation of Mankind. 
Laſtly, The Value of this kind of Care and 
Charity riſes {till higher, as it extends not 
only to the preſent Age, but to Poſterit 
alſo. As weare Men, endowed with Rea- 
ſon and Underſtanding, we are all Members 
of one Civil Society; as we are Chriſtians, 


baptized into the ſame common Faith, we 


are all Members of the Church of Chriſt 
upon Earth. And as we are Members both 
of a Civil and a Chriſtian Society; we ſtand 
engaged not only to ſtudy the Welſare of both, 
during our own Time, but alſo to do what in 
us lies, that both be tranſmitted in a peace- 
able and flouriſhing State, to our lateſt Po- 
ſterity. This is what Mankind readily ac- 
knowledge and practiſe in their private Ca. 
Pacities, as they are Fathers and Heads of 
Families ; making it not only their Care, but 
the greateſt Care of their Lives, to convey 
Comfort and Honour to their Poſterity. 
Which the Roman Orator ſpeaks of, not only 
as an Inclination of Nature, but as a ſtrict 
Duty, reſulting from the Wiſdom of Provi- 
dence in the Government of the World, and 
dunded on the Obligations reſting upon us, 
tor the many good Things which deſcended 
to us from our Forefathers. Nec vero dubi- 
tet Agricola, quamvis Senex, querenti cui erat? 
reſpondere, Diis immortalibus, qui me non acci- 
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ere modo hes & majoribus voluerunt, ſed etiam 
ſoſleris prodere. (Cicero de Senect.) “ If a 


« Husbandman, (ſays he) tho? never fo aged, 
« be ask'd, Who he ſows for ? let his An- 
« {wer be, For God; whoſe Will it is, that 
« a5 we received theſe Things from our An- 
& ceſtors, we ſhould alſo tranſmit them to 
our Poſterity.” In like Manner, with 
regard to the publick Welfare of Church and 


State; as we are Members of a Society, and 


ſucceed in the National Bleſſings of Peace 
and Order, convey'd to us by our Anceſtors, 
we ſtand engaged to convey to our Poſterity 
the like Bleſſings; and much more, as we 
re Members of a Chriſtian Society, are we 
bound to tranſmit and fecure:to them the 
yet greater Bleſſing of a National Piety and 
— © l „„ 

And what is thus oming to Poſterity, no- 


thing will more enable the preſent Age to 
diſcharge, than this Inſtitution of publick 
schools of Charity; where the Children of 


the pooreſt and meaneſt Sort, whom both 


Magiſtrates and Miniſters find by Experi- 


ence to be the moſt ungovernable and diſſo- 
lute part of the Nation, are now civiliz'd, 
and are daily. imbibing the Principles of Hy- 
manity and Religion, to be ſhown and 


practiſed in the next Age: When, we have 
Reaſon to hope, they will be the great Ex- 


amples of Peace and Picty ; and, I will add, 


the moſt uſeful Aſſiſtants to Magiſtrates and 
Mini- 
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Miniſters, in the Maintenance and Propags. 
tion of both. 3 a 
But that we may be ſure, under the In. 
fluence of God's Grace, that we are convey. 
ing to our Poſterity a Bleſſing «anmix'1 . 
great Care muſt be taken, nor only that no 
Principles be inſtill'd into them, but ſuch as 
are found and good, but alſo that thoſe be 
inſtill'd with the greateft Diligence, which 
are in their Nature of greateſt and moſt con- 
Fant Vſe in the Courſe of a private Life; 
* ſuch as immediately tend to make Men ſeri. 
ous Chriſtians, and peaceable Subjects: and 
above all, that their Minds be not tinQtured 
with any new and ſingular Notions, either 
in Religion. or Government ; which would 
only divert their Minds from the ſubſtantial 
Duties and Offices of Religion, and make 
them proud, buſy, and contentious. 
In Religion, there are many Points contro- 
verted with no little Warmth, which ſtand 
at a great Diſtance from the Foundations of 
Chriſtianity; but yet, being eſpouſed by 
Perſons of Figure and Learning, they pre- 
ſently become Party-Points, and Proſelytes 
are made with as much Zeal, as if the 
whole Chriſtian Scheme were to ſtand or 


fall with them. Such were, in the laſt Age, 


the Heads which have been commonly 
known and diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
the Five Points; and ſuch are, in our Age, 
the Real Sacrifice, the Abſolution of the Prieſt, 

and 
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and the like; which being managed with 


Calmneſs and Decency, may be innocently 
conteſted among learned Men (tho' perhaps, 
not over uſefully even among them); but 
are much above the Reach of Children, and 
generally of their Teachers too; in whoſe 


Hands therefore they are at beſt but idle 
Amuſements, and, if put into their Hands, 


would naturally lead them into two great 
Evils, namely, to miſtake ſuch ſpeculative 
Points for Fundamentals, and to beſtow 
greater Zeal upon thoſe, than even upon the 
Fundamentals themſelves. 5 
For theſe Reaſons, great Care ought to 


be taken in the Education of Children, that 
no ſuch Mixtures ſlide in among the Funda- 
mentals of Chriſtianity ; and to confine them 


to ſuch Doctrines and Principles as more im- 
mediately concern Faith and a good Life, 


as the only Doctrines that are neceſſary to 


Salvation: To teach them their Duty to 


God, their Neighbour, and themſelves ; to 


make them ſenſible of the Neceſſity of the 
Grace of God to enable them to perform it, 


and that the only Means of obtaining the 


divine Grace, is, earneſt Prayer, and a reli- 
gious Uſe of the Ordinances of the Goſpel : 


To inſtruct them carefully in the Nature of 
the Goſpel-Covenant, and above all, in the 
whole Work of our Redemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the great Propitiation for the Sins 


of Mankind; who hath made Arqnement for 
us, 
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us, and thro? whom alone we have Acceſs to 

God. A Doctrine, the more neceſſary to 

be inculcated, not only as it is the great 

Foundation of Chriſtianity, but hecauſe ſo 

many in this Age are labouring openly and L 

bare-faced to turn the whole Chriſtian 3 

Scheme into a Syſtem'of mere Morality. | 
And, with regard to thoſe other Points, I 

it is much to be lamented, that even Divines, | 
. Who are agreed, that whether the Lord's 5 
4 Supper be à real Sacrifice, or only the Com- | 
4 memoration of a Sacrifice, the ſpiritual Effects Y 
Bd are the very ſame, ſhould raiſe a Diſpute fl 

= concerning that Point, at a Time when it is 


O 


f 
apenly denied, that the very Sacrifice of 
Chriſt upon the Croſs was real and * 
2: And further, when they are agreed, that 5 
whether the Abſolution of the Prieſt be Au- | 
thoritative or Declaratory only, the Effect de- | 
pends upon the inward Diſpoſition of the | 

3H Perſon who receives it, they ſhould ſpend. | 
| _ - their Zeal upon that Head, at a Time when 
the very Being of Church Power, and the 7 
divine Inſtitution of a Goſpel-Miniſtry, are | 
epenly diſputed, or rather flatly denied. | 
Undoubtedly, the beſt Service that can be : 
done to Religion by Perſons of Learning in 
this Age, is, to watch thoſe moit narrowly, 1 
who are - undermining the Foundations of 
it; and the beſt Way to prepare Children 7 
to be a true Support and Honour to Reli- 4 
gion in the next Age, is to reſtrain them dili- 


gently 
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gently from unneceſſary Speculations of all 
Kinds, and to turn their Minds ſtedfaſtly up- 
on the only Points which properly concern 
them, namely, the great Rules of Faith and 
Practice. e Kel 1 
Anc as in Religion, fo alfo in Government, 
many ſpeculative Points are ſprung; eoncern- 
ing the Conſtitutions of Kingdoms, and 
the Rights of Princes; generally, with a 
Deſign to breed Diſturbances in the State, 

and to perplex the publick Adminiſtration. 
But, be the Deſign what it will, they 
ſeldom fail of thoſe unhappy Effects; eſpe- 
cially among the meaner Sort, who having 
not Capacity enough to enter into the 

Grounds and Reaſons: of ſuch 'Things, are 
carried away with Words and Names, white 
they remain utter Strangers to the real 
Merits of the .Cauſe. By this one Stra- 
tagem, more than any other, the pre- 
fent Age has been miſerably divided into 
Parties and Factions; which. have more 
than once brought Church and State to 
the Brinks of. Deſtruction: And tho' we 
are not to hope that Perſons who are al- 
ready heated in this kind of Service, (be 
they ever ſo unfit to judge,) will be per- 
ſwaded to confine themſelves to their proper 
Buſineſs, and to leave the publick Admini- 
ſtration to wiſer Heads; yet certainly to pre- 
vent theſe Miſchiefs from deſcending to our 
Poſterity, it is proper that the younger Sort 
3 be 
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n : 
be reſtrain'd from mixing in theſe unwarran- 
table Follies : That they be taught, not to 
ſpeak Evil of Dignities; but to reverence 
Authority, and to pay all Duty, Honour 
and Obedience, to the Powers that are; and 
this not only for Conſcience ſake, but for 
the Sale of Intereſt too, as we have no 
other Security under God, for our Religion 
and Liberties: Which as it may be ſaid and 
inculcated, with the greateſt Truth and Ju- 


| tice; ſo will it not fail to be inculcated by 
all, who have the Care of Youth, and at the 
| ſame Time wiſh well to our moſt happy Eſta- 


bliſhment. And as this Leſſon, of reverenc- 
ing Authority, and leaving the. publick Ad- 
miniſtration to the proper Hands, naturally 
prepares them for another excellent Rule of 
the Apoſtle, to ſtudy to be quiet, and to do their 
own Buſineſs, and to work with their own Hands, 
1 Theſſ. iv. 11. ſo thoſe two, jointly, lay the 
Foundation, of a wiſe, uſeful, and comfor- 
table Life, . of a Life of Quietneſs, Peace, 
and Love. Whereas, the liſting Children r 
in Party Opinions and Party Meaſures, 
lays the ſureſt Foundation for a Life of F 
Idleneſs and Folly; and beſides, how f. 
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monſtrous would it be in a Chriſtian Ji 
Education, if Children were to be {] 
train'd up, from their Cradles, to a 24 


ſettled Diſlike and Abhorrence of one half | © 
of Mankind ! TAS 


Happy 
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Happy therefore is it, for theſe: ten- 
der Years now before us, and for their 


Brethren throughout theſe Kingdoms, that 


both themſelves, and their Teachers, are 
under peculiar Reſtraints from falling inte 
thoſe Follies and Extravagancies; ſince what- 


ever Diviſions and Animoſities there may be 
amongſt us in otherReſpeQs, in this of Support- 


ing and Encouraging our Schools of Charity, 
both Sides are entirely agreed, And as the 
Children would be betrayed into the high- 
eſt Act of Ingratitude, ſhould they be led 


to reproach and revile their Benefactors or 
their Cauſe; ſo would the Teachers be 


guilty, not only of great Ingratitude, but 
alſo of the higheſt Imprudence, or rather 


+ Madneſs, if a blind Zeal for any Party 


ſhould induce them to encourage or permit 


the leaſt Indignity againſt thoſe, by whom 


they are ſubſiſted in ſuch a kind and boun- 
tiful Manner... 


May theſe and all other Infections ever 


remain at the greateſt Diſtance from 
thoſe publick Nurſeries of Virtue and 


Religion : Let it be always their di- 
ſtinguiſhing Honour, that whatever Pre- 


judices may be imbibed elſewhere, in theſe 


ſhall be inſtill'd the Principles. of Chriſti- 


anity pure and unmix'd ; and that, how- 


ever almoſt all Orders and Degrees a- 


mong us are involved in Contentions; 
however Lying, and Slandering, and Ma- 


lice, 


bs... 
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lice, have well nigh overſpread the Face of 
theſe Nations ; yet nothing ſhall be found 


within thoſe Walls, but Peace, and Truth, 
and Charity. And finally, how long ſo- 


ever it may pleaſe God, for our Sins, to 
ſuffer Diviſions amongſt us in other Matters, 
may we ever remain unanimous in the Sup- 


port and Maintenance of our Schools of 


Charity; as Inſtitutions of the greateſt and 
moſt evident Benefit to Religion and Go- 
vernment, and, next to our Gracious Sove- 
Teign and his Royal Iſſue, the ſureſt Pledges 
of the Favour and Goodneſs of God, 
to Us and our Poſterity. = 
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ABSTRACT. 


QO-F TE 


ACCOU NT of Calne 


SCHOOLS, Publiſh more 
at large in the 4 Edition, 


June 1716. 


| 


At LON DO N, Weſtminſter, 
and Parts adjacent= — 5 


— 


In other Parts of Great Bri⸗ 


tan and Ireland, from) 
whence the Number of Chil- 
dren taught are certify'd——- 


la ſuch Parts of Great Britain 
and Ireland where Schools are 
ereted, but the Number of 
Children taught therein not 5 
certify'd, any otherwiſe than | 
that all the poor Children 


ind ſuppoſing there be 100 
Children in each of theſe laſt! 
mentioned Schools, the Num- 
der will be 


2 


— W Sorry 
'S * 


are taught in them * 


at 1 
Schools. 


124 


275 


Total 


2 


Number 


Number of 
Children 


Taught. 
— 


4996 


20035 - 


1239 
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, 1 


2 


To have an Idea of the Extent of this uſeful 
Deſign, it may be proper to conſider, - . 
That, according to the above Eſtimate, the 
Number of Schools in London, and the Places ad- 
jacent, are in proportion to thoſe in the Country, 
as 1 to 9; but the Children taught in London are 
to thoſe taught in the Country neareſt as x to 5. 
The Reaſon of which Difference is, becauſe there 


are generally 40 or more Children in the London- 


Schools; but not above Half that Number in the 


' Conntry-Schggls, one with another. 2 


p- 


ANA 

| | Number of 

2 | : - Children, 

By the Account of Charity-Schools'in andy | 
about London, there have been put 3567 

out from them to Apprentiſhips and 

Services at leaſt- 


And with regard to the abovemen- 

- tioned Proportions, it is not unrea- 
ſfonable to ſuppoſe, that there have 16547 
been ſent out from the Schools in 
the Country, about — — 


Which, with the Number now taught} 
as above, being about. 2769 

Gives a View of the Total of L 
Children that have and d 
derive Benefit from theſep 


47805 


BUT 


* 8 


| — —— : y en —— — * 
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' BUT that the Calculations may be more 
exact for the Time to come; it is deſir'd that 
the Treaſurers, Maſters, or others, who have the 
Care of theſe Schools. in the Country, would 
ſignifie once a Year, during Lent, to the Pub- 


liner of this Account, the Number of Chil- 
dren at preſent taught, and that have been 
placed out of their reſpective Schools from 


the firſt Opening of them; whether they are 
put out to Trades, to Husbandry, or to Ser- 


vices at Sea or Land; and that they would, 


at the ſame time ſignify, when the School they 


give | an Account of was ſet up. 


8 8 8 
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35 | An ABSTRACT of the 4 | 
A AY the Father of Lights, from 
i whom every good and perfect 
Gift doth proceed, and without whom, 
neither he that planteth is any Thing, 
nor he that watereth; be farther pleaſed 
to give his Increaſe, to a Work tending to 
recover Religion into that Power and 
Dignity, from which it is ſo much ſunk 
at preſent! 


M Av He excite Parents to con- 


tribute what lieth in them, towards 
bringing up their Children in the Nut- 
ture and Admonition of the Lord ! 


May He inſpire Maſters and Mi- 
ſtrelles with a holy Concern about the 


right Management of that important 
Work committed to their Truſt! 


M ay He influence the Hearts of the 
Children chemſelves with a Senſe of his 
Fatherly Love in their tender Years, and 
guard them thereby againſt the infectious 
Enticements of a profane World! 


May 
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Account of CnARTITT-Schools, 1716. 37 


M ay He animate All thoſe who 


ate any Ways concern d in promoting 


this Work, with ſuch Prudence, Love, 
and Diligence, in the Management of it, 


33 becomes Labourers ſent forth into 


the Lord's Harveſt! 


M ay He render us faichful to the 


Truſts repoſed in us here, that hereafter, 


al the reſigning up of our Stewardſhip, 
Ive may hear that bleſſed Voice: Vell 


done, thou good and faithful Servant; thou 


haſt been faithful over a few things, I will 


make thee Ruler over many Things : Enter 


thou into the Foy of th LORD. 
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| BO O KS 1 4 Sold by Joſep h Downing 


in | Bartholomew-Cloſe near . eft- Smithfely 


H E Arguments of the Books and Chapter 
of the Old Teſtament; With practical Oh. 
N In Two Volumes. Written! in French 
y J. F. Oftervald. Tranſlated into Engliſb by 

. Eſq; 

The Grounds and Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion, explain'd in a Catechetical Diſcourſe 
for the Inſtruction of young People. Written 
in French by FJ. F. n Paſtor of the Church 
of Neafchatel, 4 

The Practice of True Devotion, in Relation to 
the End, as well as the Means of Religion ; with 
an Office for the holy Communion. By Robert 
Nelſon, Eſq; To which is added, a Character of the 
Author. The Third Edition corrected. | 

The Principles and Duties of the Chriſtian Re. 
ligion, conſider'd and explain'd; in order to 1e 
trieve and promote the Chriſtian Life, or that 
Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee the 
Lord. Divided into XXVI. Chapters. One where- 
of being read every Lord's Day and Holy-day, 
the whole will be read over thrice in the Year. 
With a Collection of ſuitable Devotions, &c. for 
ſeveral Occaſions. By F. Mapletoft, D. D. The 
Second Edition coriefied and enlarged. 

Juſt Meaſures of the pious Inſtitution of 
Youth; according to the plain Maxims of the 


Goſpel. Containing the great and fundamental 


Duties of the Chriſtian Religion. In Three Parts 
24 Edition. By George Monro, M. A. 
The Hiſtory of Churches in England : Wherein 


is ſhewn, the Time, Means, and Manner, of 


Founding, 


- 2 N * IV 4 > Hf an + 


| Advertiſements. 


—_— ——— ——— 


Sow. 


* 


Founding, Building and Endowing of Churches, 
both Cathedral and Rural, with their Furniture 


and Appendages. By Thomas Staveley, Eſq; late 


of the Inner- Temple. 8 
Pietas Hallenſis: Being an Hiſtorical Narration 
of the wonderful Footſteps of divine Providence 


in erecting, carrying on, and building the Or- 
phan Houſe, and other charitable Inſtitutians at 


Glaucha near Hall in Saxony, Without any viſible 
Fund to ſupport it. | | 25 


The Exemplary Life of James Bonnell, Eſq; 


late Accomptant-General of Ireland. By IValliam 


Hamilton, A. M. Arch- Deacon of Armagh. Third 
, | PT 
A Method of Devotion: Or Rules for holy and 
devout - Living. With Prayers on ſeveral den 


ſions, and Advices and Devotions for the hoÞ 
Sacrament. Written by Mrs. Burnet, late Wife of 
the Right Reverend Father in God, Gilbert Lord 
late Biſhop of Sarum. The Third Edition. To 


T. Goodwyn, Arch-Deacon of Oxford. 


„ 


which is added, ſome Account of her Life, by 


o 


Religious Societies, in the City of London, &c. and 
of their Endeavours for Reformation of Man- 


ners. By Joſiah Woodward, D. D. The Fourth 


Edition enlarget. 
The great Duty and Benefit of Self. Denial. By 


a Miniſter of the Church of England. 
A Conference between Two Men that had 


- 


Doubts about Infant-Baptiſm. | 
Comforts and DireQions for the Sick, proper 


alſo to be confiderd in the Time of Health. 


Which may ſerve likewiſe for thoſe who are un- 
der any other Affliction. To which are added 


Prayers to be uſed in the Time of Sicknefs} 


and after a Recovery. 


Alſo an Abſtract of the fame: | 1n Three * | 


An Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of the 
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THERE: having ometimes happened much 
Difficulty in obraiuing a? L EGA C given to 


the Charity- Schools, by reaſon of ſome Defect i in 
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